State of Maine
Department of Public Safety

CITY COUNTY

CRIME IN MAINE
2006




STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

John Elias Baldacci, Governor

Michael P. Cantara, Commissioner
Department of Public Safety

Craig A. Poulin, Chief
Maine State Police

Robert A. Williams, M ajor
Support Services Division

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Maine State Police would like to express its appreciation to the following personnel
who assisted in this publication:

UCR DIVISION
Lieutenant Donald R. Pomelow, Sergeant Michael G. Field, Supervisors
Jessica L. Cummings, Publication Coordinator

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER
Stephen H. McCausland

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SERVICES
Thomas N. Howker, Director
Blair J. Stanhope, Senior Programmer Analyst
Michael Francoeur, Senior Programmer Analyst
Phillip H. Patzer, Systems Analyst

The UCR Program is grateful for the continued support and cooperation from all submitting agencies,
Maine Chiefs of Police Association and the Maine Sheriffs Association.

This publication is issued by the Maine Department of Public Safety, Maine State Police, as authorized
by MRSA Title 25, 81544, to inform the Governor, Legislature and law enforcement agencies of the
nature and extent of crime in the State of Maine. “Printed under appropriation No. 012 16A 925B 012.”

Prepared by:
Uniform Crime Reporting Division
45 Commerce Drive, Suite 1, Augusta, Maine 04333-0042
(207) 624-7276



STATE OF MAINE
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Maine State Police
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Augusta, Maine
04333-0042
JOHN ELIAS BALDACCI COL. CRAIG A. POULIN
GOVERNOR CHIEF
MICHAEL P. CANTARA LT. COL. JOHN P. DYER
COMMISSIONER DEPUTY CHIEF
September 7, 2007

Honorable John Elias Baldacci
Governor, State of Maine

1 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0001

Dear Governor Baldacci:

It is my privilege to submit to you and the members of the 123rd Legislature the
“2006 Crime in Maine Annual Report” pursuant to section 1544 of Title 25 of the Maine
Revised Statutes Annotated. This report is the product of the cooperative collection and
submission efforts of more than 150 municipal, county and state law enforcement agencies
in Maine to the Uniform Crime Reporting Unit of the Maine State Police.

Uniform Crime Reporting data provides law enforcement administrators, lawmakers,
special interest groups and the general public with valuable information that supports the
formulation of public policy in the areas of law enforcement and crime prevention. It is
encouraging to note that the 2006 statistics continue to show that Maine is one of the safest
places in the nation to live. This fact is related directly, I believe in no small part, to the
spirit of hard work and cooperation that exists within Maine’s law enforcement community
and its many partners in the public and private sectors.

We are sincerely grateful for the continued participation by Maine’s police chiefs and
sheriffs in this valuable program.

Sincerely,

C oS- YaXlz ‘72,@/—3

Colonel Patrick Fleming
Chief, Maine State Police

INTEGRITY * FAIRNESS * COMPASSION * EXCELLENCE

Offices located at: Central Maine Commerce Center, 45 Commerce Dr., Suite. 1, Augusta, ME 04333-0042
(207) 624-7200 (Voice) (207) 287-3659 (TDD) (207) 287-3042 (Fax)



DEDICATION

This publication is dedicated to Maine' sfallen heroes, the 82 police officers who have died in the line of duty. Their names
are engraved in granite on the Maine Law Enforcement Officer’s Memoria in Augusta, next to the State House. The memorial
was dedicated on May 25, 1991, following afund-raising effort by the Maine Chiefs of Police Association. Uniform Crime Re-
porting assisted that effort by providing historical research on each officer.

The Maine Uniform Crime Reporting Program joins the criminal justice community in the state of Maine in extending sin-
cere sympathy to the families of these law enforcement officerskilled in the line of duty in Maine' s history.
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CRIME IN MAINE 2006 — HIGHLIGHTS

Crime Clock

1 Index

Crime eXery
15 miputes,

1 second

During 2006 the crime clock average in Maine reflected the following:

VIOLENT CRIMES: 1 every 5hours, 45 MiNUtES ........ccceceereenee 1 Murder every 17 days, 9 hours, 9 minutes
1 Rape every 25 hours, 46 minutes
1 Robbery every 22 hours, 52 minutes
1 Aggravated Assault every 11 hours, 14 minutes

PROPERTY CRIMES: 1 every 15 minutes, 42 seconds ............... 1 Burglary every 77 minutes, 34 seconds
1 Larceny every 20 minutes, 53 seconds
1 Motor Vehicle Theft every 6 hours, 32 minutes
1 Arson every 45 hours, 23 minutes

CRIME RATE .ottt The Crime Rate is based on the occurrence of an Index
Offense per 1,000 residents of the state. Local and
county rates are based on their individual populations.
The State Crime Rate for 2006 was 26.70 per 1,000.
The comparable rate for 2005 was 25.36. The 2006 state
population is estimated at 1,321,574 persons.

INDEX OFFENSES ..ottt There were 34,994 Index Offenses reported by police
during 2006 — an increase of 1,553 offenses (4.6%)
from the 33,441 similar offenses reported in 2005.

VIOLENT CRIMES ...ttt Murder, Rape, Robbery and Aggravated Assault make
up the Violent Crimes category. Violent crimes as a
group increased by 34 offenses from 2005 for a 2.3%
increase. During 2006 violent crimes totaled 1,524,
compared to a 2005 total of 1,490. Violent crimes ac-
counted for 4.4% of &l reported index crimes (4.5% in
2005) and represent a crime rate of 1.15 per 1,000 pop-
ulation.

PROPERTY CRIMES ..o Property Crimes, consisting of Burglary, Larceny,
Motor Vehicle Theft and Arson, rose in 2006 by 1,519
offenses (4.8%) from 2005. There were 33,470 offenses
reported in 2006 with 31,951 being shown for 2005.
Property crimes account for 95.6% of al index crimes
with a crime rate of 25.38 offenses per 1,000 population.

MURDER ...t e e There were 21 murders committed in Maine during 2006
— up by 2 (10.5%) from the 19 murders reported in
2005. Law enforcement cleared 21 murders this year.
Maine's 10-year average is 19 homicides annually.
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RAPE ..ot Forcible Rapes increased by 18 reported offenses during
2006. There were 322 offenses reported to policein
2005, compared to 340 in 2006. Of the total, 326 were
actual rapes, while 14 were classified as attempts to
commit forcible rape.

ROBBERY ..ottt Robberies increased by 18.6% (60 offenses) during
2006, from 323 in 2005 to 383 in 2006.

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT ittt Law enforcement reported 780 Aggravated Assaults
during 2006, a decrease of 5.6% from the 2005 figure of
826. Simple assaults (a non-index crime) decreased by
1.1% during 2006 with 10,901 offenses reported.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ..ottt All offenses of assault between family or household
members are reported as Domestic Assault and account
for 47.5% of all assaults. During 2006 police reported
5,554 offenses, an increase of 95 (1.7%) from the 5,459
offenses reported in 2005.

BURGLARY e The number of Burglaries during 2006 rose by 7.9%
compared with those in 2005. There was an increase of
499 from the 2005 total of 6,277. The 6,776 burglaries
reported statewide resulted in property loss totaling
$7,065,251. Burglaries represent 19.4% of all reported
index offenses.

LARCENY-THEFT ..ot The crime of Larceny increased during 2006 by 4.2%
from the 24,153 larceny offenses reported in 2005. Police
reported 25,161 larceny crimes during 2006. Shoplifting
decreased 14.2% and thefts from motor vehicles in-
creased 11.9% for 32.1% of &l larceny crimes reported.

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT ..o Motor Vehicle Theft registered a decrease of 4 offenses
during 2006, from 1,344 in 2005 to 1,340. A high of
2,764 motor vehicles were reported stolen during 1978.

ARSON L.t The crime of Arson was added to the list of reportable
index crimes in 1980. During 2006 there were 193 ar-
sons reported, up 16 (9.0%) from the 177 arsons report-
ed for 2005. Estimated property loss caused by arson to-
taled over $4.4 million during 2006 — up 36.5%.

HATE CRIME ... e e Beginning in 1992, Hate Crime was added as a new re-
porting requirement. During 2006, police reported 59
incidents involving 65 victims and resulting in a total of
61 offenses.

STOLEN/RECOVERED PROPERTY ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienes During 2006 law enforcement agencies recorded
$26,703,771 worth of property stolen during the commis-
sion of index crimes — a decrease of 5.8% from the
$28,333,806 stolen during 2005. Police were able to re-
cover 26.3% ($7,022,786) of stolen property during 2006.
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CLEARANCE RATE

OFFICER ASSAULTS

POLICE EMPLOYMENT DATA

Law enforcement agencies cleared 26.7% of all index
crimesin 2006 — lower than the 28.1% rate in 2005.

The total number of persons arrested, summoned or cited
by police, including juveniles and adults, was 57,421 —
an increase of 5.4% from the 54,500 persons recorded in
2005. Drug arrests increased 10.3% with 5,161 adults
and 634 juveniles charged with drug offenses.

There were 292 assaults on law enforcement officersin
2006, an increase from the 2005 figure of 286.

Statewide there were 2,233 full-time sworn law enforce-
ment officers representing aratio of 1.69 officers per
1,000 population. Nationally (in 2005) the average rate
per 1,000 was 2.4.

The chart on the following pages shows the 10-year
trend data for the index crimes recorded by Uniform
Crime Reporting. Shown are the number of offenses,
the crime rate per 1,000 residents of Maine, the percent
cleared in Maine, the national crime rate per 1,000, and
the percent change in the number of reported offensesin
Maine.




CRIME SUMMARY CRIME SUMMARY

Crime Summary Crime Summary

10-year Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent

average 2006 change 2005 change 2004 change 2003 change 2002 change 2001 change 2000 change 1999 change 1998 change 1997
Murder
Offenses 19 21 10.5% 19 — 19 11.8% 17 21.4% 14 -26.3% 19 35.7% 14 —44.0% 25 -3.8% 26 36.8% 19
Percent cleared 92 100 95 95 77 100 90 93 96 96 79
Rate/1000 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.02
National rate/1000 0.06 N/A 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.07
Rape
Offenses 311 340 5.6% 322 2.9% 313 -10.8% 351 -10.2% 391 21.4% 322 1.3% 318 16.5% 273 19.2% 229 -9.8% 254
Percent cleared 45 42 49 51 51 42 48 43 46 35 44
Rate/1000 0.24 0.26 0.24 0.24 0.27 0.30 0.25 0.25 0.22 0.19 0.21
National rate/1000 0.33 N/A 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.33 0.32 0.33 0.33 0.34 0.36
Robbery
Offenses 278 383 18.6% 323 12.2% 288  0.3% 289 7.4% 269 2.3% 263 6.9% 246 25.5% 196 -25.5% 263 1.9% 258
Percent cleared 48 44 49 44 46 54 56 45 55 41 43
Rate/1000 0.22 0.29 0.24 0.22 0.22 0.21 0.20 0.19 0.16 021 0.21
National rate/1000 1.56 N/A 141 1.37 1.43 1.49 1.49 1.64 150 1.65 2.02
Aggravated Assault
Offenses 825 780  -5.6% 826 13.5% 728  -3.6% 755 3.7% 728 -11.1% 819 0.9% 812 2.9% 789 -25.0% 1,052 9.5% 961
Percent cleared 74 72 76 75 74 77 74 75 76 70 69
Rate/1000 0.65 0.59 0.63 0.55 0.58 0.56 0.64 0.64 0.64 0.85 0.78
National rate/1000 3.26 N/A 291 2.89 2.96 3.10 3.19 3.46 3.36 3.60 3.88
Burglary
Offenses 7,069 6,776 7.9% 6,277 -1.1% 6,344 -3.5% 6,571 54% 6,944 1.0% 6,878 1.8% 6,759 —-11.3% 7,622 -8.2% 8,300 1.0% 8,218
Percent cleared 21 21 21 22 20 21 21 21 21 19 21
Rate/1000 5.53 513 4.76 4.82 5.03 5.36 5.35 5.30 6.17 6.72 6.65
National rate/1000 7.80 N/A 7.27 7.30 7.41 7.46 7.41 7.64 7.70 8.62 9.43
Larceny
Offenses 24958 25,161 4.2% 24,153 0.3% 24,087 01% 24,064 -1.8% 24,496 -0.1% 24,515 30% 23808 62% 25381 41% 26464 -3.6% 27,449
Percent cleared 28 26 28 28 27 27 28 28 29 28 29
Rate/1000 19.49 19.04 18.31 18.29 18.43 18.92 19.05 18.67 20.55 21.43 22.23
National rate/1000 25.36 N/A 22.86 23.62 24.17 24.46 24.85 25.74 2551 27.28 29.76
Motor Vehicle Theft
Offenses 1,446 1,340 -0.3% 1,344 3.0% 1,305 -10.0% 1,450 2.3% 1,418 -14.9% 1,667 26.6% 1317 —9.6% 1,457 -4.0% 1,517 —7.6% 1,642
Percent cleared 38 32 33 36 36 40 36 40 a4 39 39
Rate/1000 1.13 1.01 1.02 0.99 111 1.10 1.30 1.03 1.18 1.23 1.33
National rate/1000 444 N/A 4.17 4.22 4.34 4.32 431 4,58 4.21 4.59 5.26
Arson
Offenses 199 193 9.0% 177 —7.8% 192 2.0% 196 12.6% 174 -17.9% 212 8.2% 196 -1.0% 198 2.0% 202 —20.2% 253
Percent cleared 29 29 N/A 26 31 27 27 35 29 31 30
Rate/1000 0.15 0.15 0.13 0.15 0.15 0.13 0.16 0.15 0.16 0.16 0.20
National rate/1000 0.34 N/A 0.22 0.28 0.30 0.32 0.36 0.37 0.37 0.38 0.44
Total
Offenses 35105 34,994 4.6% 33441 05% 33276 -12% 33,693 —22% 34,434 -0.8% 34,695 37% 33470 -69% 35941  56% 38,053 26% 39,04
Percent cleared 28 27 28 28 28 28 29 29 29 28 29
Rate/1000 27.42 26.48 25.36 25.26 25.80 26.60 26.96 26.25 29.10 30.81 31.62
National rate/1000 42.89 N/A 39.21 40.06 40.92 41.18 41.61 43.44 42.67 46.15 50.79




INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program isana-
tionwide cooperative effort of over 16,000 city, county and
state law enforcement agencies voluntarily reporting data
on crime brought to their attention. The monthly contribu-
tions of Maine's 134 law enforcement agencies represent
the initial step in establishing an efficient statewide crimi-
nal justice information system (CJIS). Ideally, the UCR
data will eventually merge with that of the other major
components of the criminal justice system (i.e., prosecu-
tors, courts, corrections) to form an integrated system for
the exchange of vital management information. The avail-
ability of such datawill allow for the provision of complete
and timely criminal histories of offenders and their prog-
ress through the criminal justice system.

Since July 1973, the State Police have administered
the program as a statewide, uniform method of collecting
statistics on crime as it is reported to law enforcement and
producing a reliable set of criminal statistics for use in law
enforcement administration, operation and management.
Additionally, Maine's statistics are forwarded monthly to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for inclusion in the an-
nual Crimein the U.S. Report.

Over the years the UCR data has become one of
Maine’'s and America’s leading social indicators. Maine's
citizens look to UCR as the primary information source on
the nature and extent of crime, while criminologists, sociol -
ogists, legislators, state and local planners, the media and
academicians use the statistics for wide and varied research
and planning purposes.

NATIONAL UCR REPORTING
SYSTEM

During the 1920s the members of the International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police formed the Committee on
Uniform Crime Reporting with the intent to develop a stan-
dardized system of police statistics.

After much studying of state criminal codes nation-
wide and the methods of bookkeeping, the committee com-
pleted areporting plan which identified seven basic offense
definitions and data requirements.

In January of 1930, 400 cities representing 20 million
inhabitants in 43 states began participating in the UCR pro-
gram. In that same year Congress authorized the Attorney
Generd to gather crime information. He in turn designated
the FBI to serve as the national clearinghouse for the col-
lection of crime statistics.

Since that time the FBI has continued to serve as the
coordinator for the UCR program, which has since grown
to asystem representing over 16,000 municipal, county and
state law enforcement agencies voluntarily reporting data
on crimes brought to their attention.

The National Sheriffs Association in June of 1966 es-
tablished a Committee on UCR, serving in joint capacity
with the IACP UCR committee in an advisory capacity, to

encourage sheriffs throughout the country to participate in
UCR. In 1979 a congressional mandate made Arson the
eighth Part | Index offensein the UCR program.

For over 62 years the UCR program virtually remained
unchanged in terms of the amount and type of data collect-
ed and disseminated. By the 1980s it had become obvious
the nature of modern-day law enforcement had outstripped
the utilization of UCR system and was in need of a thor-
ough evaluation.

Commencing in 1982 the FBI and the Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics (BJS) began ajoint venture to formulate a
phased-in redesign effort intent upon meeting the needs of
law enforcement into the 21st century. Utilizing the ser-
vices of Abt Associates of Cambridge, Massachusetts, the
joint steering committee produced a draft report entitled
Blueprint for the Future of the Uniform Crime Reporting
Program.

Based on the recommendations of their 1985 report,
the FBI and BJS have proceeded to implement significant
revisions to the UCR system to include:

« the addition of significant new offenses

* increased information on victims, offenders, ar-

restees

« improved quality control

¢ expanded user services

The major point of revision is the change from a sum-
mary-based reporting program to incident-based reporting
where information on each offense, offender, victim, and
arrestee is linked by a common incident number.

Based on the success of a recent pilot project in South
Caroling, the FBI released the final data elements and of-
fense specifications in July, 1988. At that time Maine and
other state programs commenced a careful implementation
of the enhanced program, now known as the National Inci-
dent Based Reporting System (NIBRS).

Due to the increased reporting requirements of the new
program, the FBI is encouraging a phased-in transition
where law enforcement agencies will be able to adopt the
new program as they acquire the data-processing capabili-
ties. It is anticipated that many states will be operating a
dual collection program with some departments reporting
under summary-based guidelines while others with auto-
mated records systems will make a quick transition.

MAINE UCR PROGRAM
DEVELOPMENT

The Maine UCR Program started July 15, 1973, asa
module of the Comprehensive Data System Program. It
was originally funded by LEAA Discretionary Grant No.
74-DF-01-0001 to the Maine Criminal Justice Planning and
Assistance Agency with the State Bureau of Identification,
Bureau of State Police, as the implementing subgrantee.

One year was spent researching and developing the re-
porting system. The staff was selected, the project re-
searched; a manual was designed and printed; 250 people
were trained in regional seminars; standard arrest sheets




